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PRESIDENT’S LIVE BOX

SeCelLeC Submitted by Steve Schroeder, SCLC President

Counting Our Blessings

As | reflect on this amazing 50th year, | am humbled by the
gracious giving of our members, lake representatives, and
our environmental partners. This was truly a very special
year. It is no accident that we are known in this region as
one of the area's largest committed organizations. We have
made our place in this region. Through our past success,

STEUBEN accomplishments and positive efforts, we have made a name
COUNTY for ourselves. We have made significant strides over the past
LAKES 50 years. But the job is not finished. We cannot do this
alone.
COUNCIL In January, we were informed we would receive legacy funds

ADDRESS CHANGES
We are diligently working on our database to make sure we have current lake ad-
dresses and current mailing addresses of those who prefer receiving mail other
than at the lake. Please keep us informed of any changes that need to be made. If
you are a “Snow Bird” and have a different winter address, please advise us of this
address and the times this should be used. We want to be sure to reach you with
any mailings we may have. To make a change, please send a note in the mail, call
the office (260) 665-1730, or email the office at office@Ilakescouncil.org. Thank
you for your assistance.

Soundings is a Fall publication of the
Steuben County Lakes Council, Inc.
317 South Wayne Street, Suite 2A, Angola, IN 46703
Telephone (260) 665-1730, Fax (260) 665-8798
E-mail: office@lakescouncil.org Website: www.LakesCouncil.org

from Dale and Ruth Graft of Snow Lake. The Lakes Council
is so proud of this gift and truly overwhelmed. A few
months later, The Community Foundation gifted us, and
many other nonprofits organizations with a surprise dona-
tion. Recently we received another gift from this Founda-
tion.

How gratifying it feels when the community recognizes the
good services and hard work from our volunteers. It
makes the long busy days worthwhile and gives us the
support we need to keep working to improve the environ-
mental health of our lakes, rivers, and streams.

| would also like to recognize our partners in local govern-
ment, The Mayor’s office, The Board of Health, The County
Surveyor Office, The County Parks Department And the
DNR.

As my first year as President comes to a close, | realize our
B successes happen because of our partnerships. And | am

IO truly grateful. We have been blessed.

: Sincerely,
L Steve Schroeder. President SCLC


mailto:office@lakescouncil.org
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TABLE OF CONTENTS SNOW LAKE Submitted by Donnie Absher

As my two-year term as President of The Snow Lake Cottagers Association comes to an
end, | reflect on all that | have enjoyed learning and doing. The past two years we have
tried to promote growth in our membership, continue to be proactive in our weed control,

President’s Live Box Page 1 and pursue involvement in our association. Moving forward we have elected a new presi-
dent who is involved in other community boards, and | feel he will continue to foster new

Officers for 2022 Page 2 growth and do what is in the best interest of our beautiful lake.

2022 Membership Form Page 3 The Snow Lake Cottagers Association has many highly dedicated officers, board members,
and volunteers who currently serve, and | have been very fortunate to work with all of
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50 Years—SCLC “How It All Started” Page 5 &6 This summer was busier than ever on Snow Lake. We saw many families and friends enjoy-
ing the waters. With the number of boaters, safety is at the utmost importance. New signs

Water Quality Report Page 6 and markings were placed to help those who come to Snow Lake use caution and be mind-

ful of no wake areas. As fall draws near, we are grateful for all the memories made this
summer, and look forward to all those that will be made next year.

SCLC Meeting Info, Membership Notes & Scholarship Info Page 7
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President Elect — Janet Bohney
Technical Vice President — Pete Hippensteel
Government Vice President — Karen DeForest
Public Relations Vice President — John Williamson
Secretary — Cheri Carpenter
Treasurer — Gary VandenElst
Assistant Treasurer —Jim Simons
Member at Large — Bob Glick
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Photo Courtesy of Donnie Absher
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LAKE OF THE WOODS/MCCLISH LAKE Submitted by Thelma Knowles

Coming up on my first full year as the newly elected President and it has been a busy one. We
have elected 3 new block captains which will bring some fresh ideas and energy. New and ex-
citing things are happening around the lake. New bridge, road work, dredging the channel, fund
raising and chili cook-off just around the corner. Looking forward to completing all of these. See
you next year, and yes, the donuts are tasty.

Photo Courtesy of Thelma Knowles

LITTLE LONG LAKE Submitted by Jim & Therese Shiffler

The summer of 2022 has been jam-packed for our lake and watershed community. We held our
annual July 4th patriotic boat parade, were serenaded by Cliff Cody at Novak’s Landing,
dazzling fireworks, and a late July concert at Sunny Slope hosted by the Rigg, Hollabaugh, and
Ross families. In addition, our community again celebrated many joyful family and neighborhood
gatherings after a couple of years of isolation during the pandemic.

After feedback from members of our watershed, we officially formed the Little Long Lake IN-MI
Watershed Association, Inc. Our stated purpose is to preserve, protect, enhance, and promote
the water quality of Little Long Lake and its environs through sharing information, education,
and safety. The purpose shall not include presiding over private property matters. An initial
board was formed with three interim officers and seven trustees representing the various
neighborhoods in the watershed. We have incorporated the association and are currently
seeking federal 501(c)(3) status. Follow our progress on Facebook.

We continue to partner with the SCLC Water Quality team to monitor conditions at our two
primary inlets to the lake. In addition, we coordinated with Indiana Clean Lakes Program to
conduct water sampling and data gathering on our lake. As a result, we have submitted our
volunteers&#39; collected May, June, July, and August data.

Additionally, we initiated an entire summer of weekly water sampling in partnership with Bowl-
ing Green State University’s Biology Department at six sites around and in the lake. Those results
will be reported this fall/winter, with a full report available to our association at the first of the
calendar year.

Finally, our Watershed Plan Committee has contacted the St. Joseph River Watershed Initiative
leadership team to explore opportunities to collaborate on practical actions to improve water
quality within our watershed.
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Web Site www.LakesCouncil.org

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

INDIVIDUAL & BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP FORM FOR 2022

Name Name of Lake

Address of Lake Property

City State Zip Phone

Preferred mailing address if different than lake address:

Mailing Address

City State Zip Phone

Individual Membership $35.00

Business Membership $40.00

Scholarship Donation

Water Quality Donation

Total Amount Enclosed (Donations are tax deductible.)

Mail to: SCLC — 317 S. Wayne St., Ste. 2A, Angola, IN 46703

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT
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2022 SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTORS
Robert Aherns John & Debbie Gleeson Janet Phillips

Don & Janet Ahlersmeyer
Gary Anderson

Rob Armstrong

Jill Arnold

Aquatic Enhancement
Brent Bacon

Susan Baer

Ronald & Barbara Barnes
Warren & Barbara Barnes
Larry & Elizabeth Bassett
Dennis & Vicki Berkey
Daniel & Mary Bolovan
Steve & Rebecca Bolyard
Ted & Valerie Bookwalter
Jeff & Janet Bosler

Sallie Bosler

Raymond & Tamra Bouthot
Dave & Stacy Bowman
Nancy Brennan

Michael Burkhalter

Mark & Ashley Buuck
William & Jeanette Cady
Rob & Heather Callahan
Perry & Debra Carpenter
Mark & Dawn Christman
Joan & Larry Cimino

Alex & Susan Connett
Brad Cookson

Bryan & Patti Couperthwaite
Jo Crawford

Charles Crosby

Steve & Joan Crooks
Flaim & William Cupp
Gary & Kathy Davis

Keith & Dawn Davis

Kelly Derango

Robert Detrick

Charles & Kathy Dowe
Conrad & Shannon Ehinger
Larry & Joan Eichler
William & Anna Jean Ellis
Mark & Susan Emmons
Steve & Betsy Eyrich
Jeffrey & Michelle Ficke
Robert Fiedler

Glen & Paul Fischer

Jeff Fouse

Warren Franke

Charles & Gina Freer
Jerry Fuhrmann

James & Lorna Galloghly
Randy & Jill Gehrig
Anthony & Karen Giannelli

John & Jeanne Grady

Denise Gray

Diane Graziano

Jackie & Lydia Griffin

Bobbie Grill

Harold & Cheryl Hahr

Shirley & Roxanne Hallman

Bruce & Jill Hamilton

Charles & Carole Hampel

Susan Hanzel

Mel & Sandy Hathaway

Kevin Heck

Daniel & Lisa Hochstedler

Barbara Hendrick

Katy Hoehn

James & Holly Hug

Michael & Linda Iczkovitz

Doug & Beth Jackson

Lee Jacobson

11D Lake Holdings, LLC

Michael & Kay James

Michael & Mary Johnson

Anthony & Jo Judson

Robert & Janise Kaufman

Gary & Venessa King

Kathleen Kirby

Todd & Carol Koch

Kathie Kock

Ronald & Katie Kock

Robert & Ruth Kopko

Michael & Linda Kurpinski

Richard & Alica Kuzma

Evelyn Lake

Jim & Debby Lemmel

Paul & Linda Longville

Scott & Lynne MacDonald

Cynthia MacNaught

Michael McCutcheon

Kenneth & Patty McGuire

Gloria McPheeters

Michael & Brinda Miller

Scott Miller

Thomas & Jane Miller

J. Steven & Jacqueline
Mitchell

Michael & Melissa
Moorman

Scott & Arlene Mowry

Sue Myers

Mary L. Marvel Nelson

Tim & Catherine Offerle

Pakratz Furniture Consign.

John & Liat Peters

Gregory Poe

Larry & Linda Reidenbach

Steve & Annemarie
Rhinehart

Max & Sandra Robison

James & Barbara Rousseau

Carolyn & Don Schenkel

Robert & Laura Schenkel

Paul & Mary Schlatter

Kenneth & Marta Schlemmer

Dan & Rebecca Schmidt

William Schmidt

Gary & Kathleen Schumann

Mark & Cheryl Sherbondy

Darlene Sholtz-Waddles

James & Marilyn Simons

James Sims

Stephen & Suzanne Smith

Steve & Anita Smith

Tim & Dawn Smith

Stephanie Somers

Steve & Jill Sosenheimer

David & Mary Southern

Sue Spangle

Donald & Debbie Springer

Joe & Ruth Springer

Joann Stang

Shawn & Heidi Stark

Don & Beverly Stephens

Claudia Sundberg

Gail Surfus

John & Carol Tchinski

The Complete Fisherman

Larry & Linda Thomas

Burdell & Catherine Trecartin

Patrick & Shelley Tippmann

Marilyn Vachon

Kevin Valentine

John Van

Sue Van

Linda & Nick Vucich

Linda Waddell

Jeff & Jana Walborn

Craig Walker

Roger Warner

Doug & Fran Weidner

Steve & Keitha Wesner

Dave Willis

David & Diann Willits

Michael & Carol Wojtczak

James & Heidi Woodworth

Norman Yoder

Jerry Zirkle

LAKE PLEASANT Submitted by Landon Brown

Lake Pleasant is a wonderful place to live and vacation. | have come to develop a love/hate rela-
tionship with writing SCLC articles, as it means summer is drawing to a close. This year more
than ever | am realizing just how fast time flies as we join in the celebration of the 50th anniver-
sary of the SCLC. As | look back on the growth of Lake Pleasant, | cannot help but think about
how lucky we are to live in such a great place full of beautiful views, wonderful people, and a
strong sense of community. Lake Pleasant has continued to ensure our water quality and lake
life are at the top of our priority list. In 2022, Lake Pleasant continued to monitor water quality
with the help of the SCLC, developed long-term plans for our lake outlet, doubled the number
of safety buoys, and grew our HOA. We utilized LARE funding to maintain our aquatic vegeta-
tion program and developed a lake wide sediment analysis to locate areas we could improve
with a potential dredging project in the near future. We also began the initial research and plan-
ning phase of a new fish stocking program based on recent DNR studies and plan to further
discuss the benefits next year in our annual meeting. We have seen our high-speed internet
service increase, we are working to streamline both propane and trash services, and also adding
multiple speed monitoring signs throughout the lake to greatly reduce the amount of cars ex-
ceeding the speed limit. All in all it has been a productive 2022 and | look forward to the years
to come as Lake Pleasant continues to grow along with the SCLC. So, on behalf of Lake Pleasant,
we want to say THANK YOU to the Steuben County Lakes Council for all they do for the good of
our community, not only today, but for years to come. Here’s to another successful 50 years!

Photo Courtesy of Landon Brown
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LAKE JAMES

The Lake James Association (LJA) and the Lake have been very active this

Submitted by Jim Parsell

summer. The popular Fourth of July weekend fireworks show was a huge success.
At the 12th Annual Lake James Antique Classic Boat and Car Show, the LIA’s
hospitality tent displayed a large portion of the local panels from the recent
Smithsonian Waterways exhibit. In early August, the 1st Annual Paddle Quest was
held, which encouraged adventurous residents to ride in or on anything they could
paddle from the third basin Pokagon Beach to the Sandbar. They were rewarded
with water and donuts. The LJA also hosted several Thursday evening Sandbar
Socials to encourage the discussion of lake issues in a fun and respectful
community gathering.

The Association continues to address important environmental concerns. A study is
being undertaken to identify the extent to which starry stonewort has colonized in
the lake and where it is located. Starry stonewort is a persistent, highly invasive
aquatic species. The study results will help determine the response to this problem.
The LJA participates with, and financially supports, the Steuben County Lakes
Council water quality testing program. A recent test of the Croxton ditch, which
flows into Lake James near the Lake James Country Club, revealed very high

levels of E. coli. In response, the association is initiating a search for its source
through testing at eight sampling sites along the course of the ditch, which flows
from within the city limits of Angola to the lake. The first round of sampling

should take place in September.

The final major event of the season will be the 20th Annual Pokagon State Park

Seaplane Fly-In on Sunday, September 25.
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Steuben County Lake Council

50 Year Celebration—How It All Started
Submitted by Janet Bohney, President Elect

There is no doubt that Steuben County is a beautiful place with peaceful nature centers, a
state park, a state recreation center and an abundance of our most important resource,
water.

The lakes of Steuben County provide all of us with beauty, recreation, resources, and so
many other things. Many places throughout Indiana have some of the same things, but
they don’t have our lakes.

For a little bit of history, Steuben County and really all of the terrain in Indiana and many
other states was created around 12,000 years ago.

Indiana in particular has three district regions, the Great Lakes Plain in the northern one-
third of the state, the Tipton Till Plain in the central one-third, and the Southern Hills and
Lowlands region in the southern third.

All of the these regions were formed by the glaciers around 12,000 years ago. The glaciers
really never reached the southern region. The glaciers started in the northern region and
pushed all the fertile dirt, etc., as it headed south. It flattened the central region of the
state and slowed to a stop.

As the glaciers started to recede, much of the good, rich dirt was dropped onto the flat
land. When it preceded north it began to melt and water was left in the holes, and low
areas that were formed as the glacier went south. The lakes of Steuben County were
formed.

If you really want to be able to see the topography, take a drive from here down 1-69 and I-
65. It is obvious.

So, to keep our unique environment and preserve it, some very dedicated and knowledgea-
ble people decided we needed a way to preserve what we had. So, on April 9, 1972, a
group of like-minded, forward-thinking, concerned citizens met in the Hawkins home on
Lake James. These people saw the need to create to establish an alliance for our lakes to
insure preservation, and conservation for orderly growth.

The Steuben Lakes Council was born. The first board of directors established on September
26, 1972, consisted of Vernon Brant, John Burch, W.R. Doctor, K.D. Eichler, Elaine Hawkins,
William Hill, Kenneth Kloose, E.F. Both, James White, and our Technical Vice President,
Peter Hippensteel, who still advises us to this very day.

Continued on page 6
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Continued from Page 5—SCLC—50 Year Celebration—How It All Started

Today this dedication to our beautiful environment continues by serving as an educational re-
source for water quality and environmental concerns.

The first council had 218 members in the Steuben County Lakes Council. Fifty years later the SCLC
has approximately 1,000 members and our newsletters reach 7,500 residents and growing.

We are the most influential lakes council and the only lakes council to be continuously working in
the State of Indiana.

Congratulations on 50 years!

| o

Board Members: Janet Bohney, Steve Schroeder, Pete Hippensteel & Cheri Carpenter
Photo Courtesy of SCLC

Water Quality Committee Report

Submitted by Bill Schmidt—Vice Chairman

Water quality testing has continued this year. As of the report, two of the three regular tests
have been completed. The first testing set was done in May and the second was completed in
late July. The first set of data had a few e coli that were high, but the incidence was low. The
second test was concerning. The samples were taken in late July after a period of rain. It is not
unexpected that samples values are elevated. The rains tend to clean the surface and wash con-
taminates in the county's waters. Roughly 60% of the sites tested had e coli values above
235. This is the value at which the state will close a beach. All of the testing data can be found on
the Lakes Council's website.

The DNA testing was done shortly after the Fourth of July holiday. A total of thirty-one sites
were sampled. The contractor sends a sample to the lab which does the DNA test. They retain a
sample and do an e coli test. The e coli values were elevated in 26 Of the 31 sites. Human DNA
was also elevated at all but one of the test locations. As has been discussed in the past, high e coli
does not, in and of itself, mean a human source. High DNA does not necessarily mean the source
is fecal. Skin, hair or other sluffings from the body are also a source of human DNA. High e coli
and high human DNA raises a concern about contamination occurring from septic systems. The
combination does not mean there are failed septic’s, but that the possibility exists.

The Water Quality Committee would like to thank the membership for their continued support
of the testing program. A Water Quality Committee meeting will be held in late October. For
more information contact the Lakes Council Office.
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Continued from Page 18 -Jimmerson Lake

One benefit of being on the buoy crew and the mute swan egg-oiling crew for the Jimmer-
son Lake Association (JLA) is that you go boating off-season and see sights that others might
miss. Those include very clean, weed-free water and the migrating loons and trumpeter
swans. For me, the best boating is after Labor Day and before Memorial Day.

Okay, I’'m sure everyone wants to know how the summer was. It was typical, with no report-
able mishaps and fun being had by all. The high price of gas didn’t seem to affect boat traffic
much. Most boaters followed the rules, but many didn’t. More boats seemed to be going
full speed after sunset and through the night. Not all of them got away with it, however. |
did witness a conservation officer catch a speeder who was returning from the Lake James
fireworks. Please keep to an idle speed after dark to give the skinny dippers a chance to get
out of the way.

This part is normally where the activities that JLA has done through the year to help keep the
lake safe and fun would be listed. Just refer to previous years’ articles, because we did them
all again this year — except for one. At the April meeting, the board decided not to do the
chicken BBQ that we normally do at the Lake James Classic Boat in July. Members noted that
the cost of chicken was rising rapidly due to the increased cost of feed and the bird-flu epi-
demic. They felt it would have caused the price for consumers to be extremely high. We
also didn’t have enough members willing and able to volunteer for organizing, cooking and
selling the chicken. Yes, this report has turned into a call for more active members and vol-
unteers. This year’s annual meeting in August had fewer than 20 people present. Where
are our next buoy and egg-oiling crews going to come from?

LAKE GEORGE Submitted by Dave Sorg

The residents of Lake George had a great summer 2022. Family and friends enjoyed all that
lake life has to offer. Of course, safety is a key focus area and the law requiring counterclock-
wise boating on boundary lakes greatly helps. However, on a busy weekend the sheer vol-
ume of boats and skiers and tubers and jet skis can lead to difficult situations. To assist driv-
ers in understanding that a skier or tuber is in the water we are encouraging boaters pulling
a skier to hold up an orange flag indicating that a skier is down and in the water. These have
been provided at low or no cost and are available in many stores who sell safety equipment.
Officers were elected at the July annual meeting and remain the same for 2023. Dave Sorg -
President, Rex Melchi - Vice-President, Kevin Snyder - Treasurer, and Rick Weaver - Secre-
tary.
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HAMILTON LAKE

2022 has been a busy year on Hamilton Lake. We have had several new businesses join our
community. Lakers Landing, Howie’s on Hamilton, Hamilton Outfitters (a boating rental/fishing
& boating supplies), Daisy’s Treasure Chest, The Pallet Store and opening soon Green Bean
Coffee and Pastry shop along with several other established restaurants and businesses. Hamil-
ton is booming. Several of the restaurants have lake access.

Submitted by Cheryl Silverhart

The annual DNR boating class was a success. It is not too soon to mark your calendar for 2023. It
is the first Saturday in May.

There are new tennis courts at Hamilton High School, open to the public. We have an active
tennis group, along with a pickleball group, come join the fun.

We had a successful Goose round-up, with almost a 100% capacity of the transport trailer. There
was great participation from the Lake community.

There are many activities for all ages throughout the summer. There are dances at Cold Springs,
Live bands at area restaurants, along with the summer concert series at the park and Double H
Farms. The Parks and Recreation have a FREE kid’s summer program from June to July with a
different activity every week. There is a wide variety of activities such as STEM, sports, crafts and
many other activities to meet all types of interests of children of all ages.

We can’t forget the annual Poker Run. Over $26,000 was raised for lake enhancement. The
community looks forward to this annual event. Over 1500 tickets were sold. Summer Fest is our
end of Summer Celebration of the Hamilton community. There was a free kid’s water slide and
bounce house, along with many food and vendor booths. The evening activities ended with the
auction of metal decorated oars. The auction funds future summer park programs. This was
followed by a live band and beverage tent along with the Hamilton Lake Association Raffle. Fun
was had by all ages.

Don’t forget our traditional old-fashioned horse drawn Christmas parade. It is the Saturday after
Thanksgiving. You will be amazed by Santa and all the lighted horse drawn carriages.

All'in all, Hamilton Lake has a sense of community. Stop by and join in the fun.

JIMMERSON LAKE Submitted by Ken Erlenbaugh

One of the many things that makes Jimmerson Lake unique is the large stand of tamarack trees
on the west end of the main lake in the wetland conservation area. Tamaracks are deciduous
conifers; they have needles like an evergreen but lose their needles each fall. Before the nee-
dles drop, they turn a spectacular golden color. If you were lucky enough to be still boating in
the area in late last fall, you would have been treated to a superb display of gold that almost
seemed to glisten.
Usually once the needles have fallen, the snow starts to fall, and it did, but the fun snow didn’t
really show up until well into January. The ice came on slowly, freezing in the channels long
before the main lake became safe enough to enjoy. Unfortunately, the ice didn’t last very long
and was gone by the last week of February. The first boats were back in the water in early
March.

Continued on Page 19
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MEMBERSHIP NOTES
Submitted by Cheri Carpenter, SCLC Office Manager

Thank you to everyone who sent their membership contribution in for 2022. A special
thanks also to all who contributed to our water quality project this year. With your help,
we have been able to intervene when we find a problem area and also do water testing
in the watersheds of Steuben County to keep our waters safe. Membership letters for
2023 will be sent out in January 2023. The Cut-off for Scholarship donations to be
listed in the early summer 2023 Bobber Watchin’ publication will be May 1, 2023.

— _
| S breodarztT S

Steuben County Lakes Council offers an annual scholarship to a student from Steuben Co. pur-
suing a degree in Environmental Science or Civil Engineering. Scholarship recipient, Lily Zolman,
a junior at Northern Michigan University in Marquette, Michigan shared with the SCLC her sum-
mer internship and volunteer activities:

This summer | am a volunteer for Youthworks Conservation Corp which is an Americorp pro-
gram in the Hiawatha national forest and with the National parks services in both Pictured
Rocks National Lakeshore and Isle Royal National park. Most of the projects | have done this
summer have been trail maintenance such as trail reroutes to avoid sensitive areas, clearing
trails of brush and debris, and building boardwalks and stairways to make trails more accessible.
| have also worked on restoring a historical coast guard station in Munising, MI. Through this
experience | have gained valuable knowledge of conservation and met some truly amazing peo-
ple. Thank you all for helping me get here and to my future career | am forever grateful.

Thank you, Lily Zolman

STEUBEN COUNTY LAKES COUNCIL, INC.
BOARD MEETINGS

Learn more about your Steuben County Lakes Council by attending our Board
meetings. They are held the first Saturday of each month (except January) at the
Steuben County Community Foundation, 1701 N. Wayne Street, Angola, IN, at 8:30
A.M. Exception: The August 12, 2023 meeting will be at the Lake James Christian
Camp & Retreat Center at 8:00 A.M. The meetings are open to the public. Come join
|the discussions and help us keep the lakes and streams clean and beautiful.
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Searching & Honoring the Past Presidents of the SCLC
Submitted by Cheri Carpenter, Office Manager & Board Secretary

In honoring the 50-year existence of the SCLC, there have been a total of 23 Presidents. Cheri
started researching how many past presidents were still among us: she came up with 14 Presi-
dents and of course, Sue Myers. Seven have passed which are: William Hill, Larry Sierene, Joe
Casey, Henry Baker, Dick Reed, Al Patterson & Steve Fribley.

The 14 Presidents found were: Pete Hippensteel, James Kidd, Penny Getz, Don Reitz, Velda Dose,
Ron Matthews, Bill Schmidt, Tom Sagendorf, Jim Aikman, Tom Hazelett, Janet Bohney, Mel Hatha-
way, Cheryl Silverhart, and present President, Steve Schroeder.

Cheri is still looking for and needing information on Nancy Vail (President in 1990) and Bill Burson
(President 2010-2011). Anyone knowing information of these two past Presidents, please contact
the SCLC office.

Ten Past Presidents attended the 50th Anniversary celebration at the Lake James Christian Camp
& Retreat on Saturday, August 13.

Pictured below are:

President, Steve Schroeder, Mel Hathaway, Janet Bohney, Don Reitz, Jim Kidd, Velda Dose, Pete
Hipensteel, Cheryl Silverhart, Bill Schmidt, and Tom Hazelett.
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FOX LAKE
ALL THE WAY LIVE

Submitted by Kevin Colbert

Fox Lake held its annual Light the Night Fundraiser “All the Way Live at the Lake” and it was a
complete success. We had our largest crowd ever, over 500 in attendance coming together. It
was definitely a Party with a Purpose.

We are finally getting back to a state of normalcy as we plan for our election of officers Septem-
ber 3¢ and looking forward to our closing dinner in October.

P AnnEwrson -Price
4 ‘and The Al Star Band

Photos courtesy of Fox Lake Rep, Kevin Colbert
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Continued From Page 15—Clear Lake

GOOD LUCK BRIDGET. YOU WILL BE MISSED

CROOKED LAKE

Another year is flying by as we are nearly at Labor Day once again. All in all, 2022 has been a
great Summer for lake activities.

Submitted by Dave Rosebrock

The most significant event for our lake was made public last Fall. We lost another long time
institution when Pat Casey announced their marina on the lake would be closing in the Spring
of 2022. The family had decided to update and enlarged their facility on Orland Rd. Ten condos
were proposed for the lake front property. As of late August, the permit granted for the devel-
opment is still under appeal in the Courts. Sadly, Crooked Lake lost one of its two launch
ramps, dock space for our patrol boat, and the only gasoline facility on the lake.

Our Annual Meeting was on Saturday, June 11. We met at the Steuben County Event Center
near the Fairgrounds for the first time. Agenda items included our weed control program for
the year, continuing work to improve water quality in the two main ditches draining into our
lake, and proposals to get a gas facility back on the lake.

Thanks to much help from Park Superintendent Scott Schwartz, we were able to purchase a
new dock at the park for our patrol boat and lift.

As usual, the fourth of July weekend was our busiest of the year including the Boat Parade and
Fireworks on the 2nd, and the Freedom 5 Run and Walk on the 4th. Summer activities will con-
clude with our Poker Run on September 4.

We also continued cooperating with the Steuben County Lakes Council to maintain water
testing to monitor for pollutants with potential for human disease. Thanks to all Council mem-
bers and its leadership for this important work.

In closing, our Association sends sincere thanks to our many volunteers who give so generously
of their time and talents to sponsor fun activities as well as their efforts to keep our lake clean
and safe!
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50th Anniversary Celebration—August 13, 2022

Angola Parks Department—Selman’s Timber Frame

Pictures From the Event

SCLC President, Steve Schroeder & 50th The Earthtones: John Day, Erica Schwartz

Anniversary Celebration Chair, Kevin Colbert and Jim Weber

Silent Auction raised $488.00 from 23 50/50 tickets sold by Cheri Carpenter, Office

Contributors from SCLC Lake Reps Manager & volunteer, Vickie Lamb

Chicken BBQ from Land of Lakes Lions

SCLC Lake Reps assist with Food Table
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Continued From Page 9—Annual Meeting & 50th Anniversary Celebration

Bill Schmidt giving Water Quality Report

Former President, Tom Hazelett, Guest Speaker

101 Lakes Trust - Hippensteel Receives Environmental Visionary Award
Submitted by Amy Oberlin, Secretary, 101 Lakes Trust

The 101 Lakes Trust presented Pete Hippensteel with the second annual Environmental
Visionary Award Wednesday, Aug. 17, during its annual meeting in the Wild Turkey Shelter at
Trine State Recreation Area.

Hippensteel founded the Steuben County Lakes Council, which formed the 101 Lakes Trust in
2006 amid efforts to secure Trine State Recreation Area as a protected state property.

“This area was our first project,” said 101 Lakes Trust Board President Janet Albright. The land
trust now protects Powers Reserve, a county owned property in eastern Steuben County, along
with conservation easements at Arrowhead Lake, Lake Meserve and Lake Pleasant.

The lakeside easements were established by Ryan Matthews, the recipient of the first
Environmental Visionary Award. The award recognizes those who stand out in their efforts to
preserve, maintain and restore Steuben County’s land and lakes.

Hippensteel, a retired Trine University biology professor, is the technical vice president of the
lakes council, overseeing efforts to monitor water quality and establish measures to clean pollut-
ed waterways in the county. He published “Steuben County Lakes: 200 years of change to our
lakes from 1816 to 2016.” He was instrumental in the founding of the Indiana Lakes
Management Society and has served on numerous state and local organizations furthering
environmental conservation. Hippensteel has a number of awards under his belt, including a
Lifetime Achievement award from the Hoosier Environmental Council.

The 101 Lakes Trust’s mission statement is “To protect and enhance Steuben County’s natural
and built environment of lakes, rolling hills, streams and neighborhoods to stimulate and
support a sense of community through conservation and research.”

Its next meeting is Wednesday, Sept. 21, at 7 p.m. at Cahoots Coffee Café, 218 W. Maumee St.,
Angola. Those interested in learning more about the organization and how to establish

conservation easements are encouraged to attend.

Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 14—Big Turkey

We have been successful working with the USDA and IDNR to remove some of our invasive Mute
Swans. The end goal here is for native Trumpeter Swans to inhabit our lake. With the warm tem-
peratures in February and March, the geese hatched a little earlier than we expected, so egg
oiling didn’t go quite as planned.

Although summer is coming to a close, we still look forward to the recreation our lake provides
in the colder-weather months.

CLEAR LAKE
Dave, Bridget & Rosie at the 4th of July Parade.

Submitted by Bridget Harrison

Ly .- 1
e ]
4 ; E | My husband and | have made the difficult deci-

ily in Chicago by year-end. We all have a lim-
ited and unpredictable amount of time on this
Earth and Dave and | would like to raise our
}” daughter Rosie closer to her grandparents,

. | aunts, uncles, and cousins.

I've really enjoyed my time working at the
Clear Lake Township Land Conservancy and in

" this community. I've especially enjoyed collab-
orating with the Board, committee members,
volunteers, and the community to preserve this beautiful corner of northeast Indiana. The love
that so many have for this special place is inspiring! 1’'m so proud of the work we have all accom-
plished together.

The Board has begun the search for a new Executive Director to continue the current progress
and momentum. Clear Lake is a special place, and the right person will be found to lead the
Conservancy in the next chapter of its history. Fortunately, the Conservancy is in its strongest
position since it was founded thirty-one years ago. Reach out to Board President, Karen Horrell
with questions and help us share the job posting when you see it announced.

It quickly became clear at the start of my position that the Conservancy isn’t one person. It’s all
of us working together. Water is safe-guarded, land is preserved and stewarded, and kids and
grown-ups learn to love our natural environment. Everyone in the Clear Lake Township plays a
part in keeping this treasure protected for today and for the future generations.

Your continued support for the Conservancy’s work will be a tribute to what the Conservancy
has accomplished since 1991 and especially over the past seven years as I've worked alongside
all of you.

| hope to see you in person as | work with Karen and the Board to continue progress on Conserv-
ancy projects between now and the end of 2022. Thank you for your wonderful support and
belief in the mission.
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SHORELINES 2021, SUBMITTED BY LAKE REPS
BALL LAKE

Ball Lake was ushered into summer 2022 on an inspirational
Pl note. On Memorial Day at 3:00 PM Walt Lilley joined the nation
g (TAPS Across America) honoring our American heroes by playing
2 TAPS over the lake. It was a moment to breathe deep and come
together. Some other things that were a bit different this year
# were the numerous giant swallowtail butterflies flitting by, an
ncrease of kayakers in their colorful floats, and visiting paddle
boarders skimming their way about Ball Lake. What was the
same? Pontoons promenading in the evening hours, fishing
boats gliding through the early morning mist, hikers exploring
Rob Canyon, bikers pedaling through Fish Creek Trail. Then in
September the exit of summer was marked with a Lake Associa-
tion cookout and chili cookoff. A little bit of paradise?

Submitted by Cecilia Wyse

BIG & LITTLE OTTER LAKE

Here at the close of summer for Big Otter and Little Otter lakes, | personally think it has been
pretty quiet lake wise. There is a commercial building being built along the north side of State Rd.
120. It will be interesting to see if the wetlands can handle the run off from this project. We as
lake people and county officials need to be diligent to this development. Speeding has always
been a problem on our two lakes and | do not see that ever changing. Stay warm and healthy
lake people.

BIG TURKEY LAKE

It has been another great year on Big Turkey Lake. We have welcomed many new friends/
residents to our beautiful community. For Independence Day, we had an amazing firework dis-
play on the water, funded exclusively by donations. It is amazing how well this community pulls
together.

Submitted by Joe Lantz

Submitted by Scott Harris

Our fundraising efforts have been very successful again this year. Between our Chicken BBQ sales
and our Logo sales, we have raised thousands of dollars that goes directly back into improve-
ments for our lake.

Invasive weed spraying has been pretty successful. When we started spraying for Eurasian Water-
milfoil years ago, we were treating 115 acres. We are currently treating just over 3 acres. Howev-
er, Starry Stonewort has proved to be a little more difficult. We are hopeful that a successful
treatment is developed for this.

We have not been successful raising the funds for dredging the full silt trap at the main inlet to
our lake. We did receive a LARE Grant for this that expires at the end of the year. We will apply
for an extension for the LARE Grant, so maybe will be able to secure funding next year. This full
silt trap effects more than just our lake, as we are a major watershed for northeast Indiana.

Continued on page 15
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Continued from page 10—101 Lakes Trust

Andrea Huntington, executive director of the Indiana Land Protection Alliance, attended the
101 Lakes Trust’s annual meeting. ILPA is a collaboration of land conservation organizations
across the state. It is overseen by a board of directors that includes Clear Lake Township Land
Conservancy Executive Director Bridget Harrison.

ILPA, based in Indianapolis, assists and trains nonprofit land stewards and it advocates at a
state level for conservation. ILPA worked closely with the Indiana Department of Natural
Resources to secure Next Level Trails funding for land trusts, said Huntington, and plans to
lobby for permanent annual state funding for the environment.

“We would really like to see around $50 million go into land conservation next year,”
Huntington said. The state’s environmental license plate nets just around $1 million a year for
actual conservation projects, she said.

ILPA provides grants for nonprofit and government entities doing community projects. Learn

more at protectindianaland.org or by calling 317-445-7474.

The Steuben County Lakes Council’s Pete Hippensteel receives the Environmental Visionary
Award from 101 Lakes Trust President Janet Albright during the organization’s annual meeting

on Wednesday, August 17, 2022, in the Wild Turkey Shelter at Trine State Recreation Area.
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BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL AFFILIAITES 2022
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BUSINESS

Andrews & Shipe LLC

Big D’s Bait & Tackle/Archery
Bradley Overhead Doors, LLC
Budreau, Austin—State Farm
Campbell & Fetter Bank

City of Angola, MS4

Core Promo, Inc.

Cress Law Group

Croxton & Roe Insurance
Culligan Water

Current Mechanical
Ecowater Service

Farmers State Bank

First Federal Savings Bank of Angola
Fort Financial Credit Union
Franz Nursery

G & C Farming, LLC

Gay’s Hops-N-Schnapps
Hartland Winery

Hotrod Golf Carts

Indiana Warm Floors

Jacob Insurance Services, LLC

JMR Cottage, Inc.
J. W. Services
Lakeland Electronics/Larry’s Lock & Safe
Lawnscape Garden Center
McLatcher Refrigeration, Heating

& Air Conditioning, Inc.
Metropolitan Title of Indiana, LLC
Midwest American Fed. Credit Union
Pakratz Furniture Consignment
Pleasant Township Trustee
Sanborn’s For Your Home
Special Cutting Tools
Stark’s Plumbing & Heating Services
Steuben County Community Foundation
Steuben County REMC
Steuben County Tourism Bureau
The Complete Fisherman
The Corner Landing
Tom’s Donuts
Wayside Furniture
Will’s Heating & Air, Inc.

ENVIRONMENTAL INTERESTS
Aquatic Enhancement & Survey, Inc.
Aquatic Management, Inc.

Aquatic Weed Control

Blue Heron Ministries, Inc.

Clear Lake Township Land Conservancy
Clear Lake Yacht Club

Lake George Conservancy, Inc.

NE IN Solid Waste Management Dist.
Pond Champs

Sandhill Environmental Services, LLC
Steuben Co. Soil & Water Cons. District
Steuben Lakes Regional Waste District

MARINAS/BOAT SUPPLIES

Casey’s Cove Marine, Inc.
Dry Dock Marine Center
Hamilton Lake Marine

Lake Pleasant Marine
Marina of Clear Lake

The Pier Place of Angola, Inc.

LAKE ASSOCIATIONS

Ball Lake Association

Big Turkey Lake Improvement Assoc.
Buena Vista Property Owners Assoc.
Clear Lake Association

Crooked Lake Association, Inc.

Fox Lake Property Owners

Hamilton Lake Association

Indiana Lakes Subdivision (Lake Arrowhead)
Jimmerson Lake Property Owners Assoc.
Lake Gage/Lime Lake Association

Lake George Association

Lake James Association, Inc.

Lake Pleasant Homeowners Assoc.

Lake of the Woods, McClish Lake

Little Long Lake IN-MI Watershed Assoc., Inc.
North Otter Lake Association

Pine Canyon Lake Association

Snow Lake Cottagers Association

West Otter Lake Property Owners
Whisper Bay Condo Association

REALTORS

CAMPGROUNDS, CONDOS, PARKS
Hi-Vue Campground

Jimmerson Shore Cooperative, Inc.
Jimmerson Woods Cooperative

Manapogo Park

Pow Wow Point RV Park, LLC

Russell’s Point, MP, LLC

Sheehans Hamilton Lake Mobile Home Park

Anchor Realty

Barbara Hendrick, Coldwell Banker

Craig Walker, Coldwell Banker
Patti Couperthwaite, Broker
Realty Pro Hansbarger Realty
Re/Max Results, Angola

RESTAURANTS
Caruso’s Restaurant

RE/Max Results, Brad Cookson

RE/Max Results, John & Diane Stock
RE/Max Results, Christy Thompson
Strebig Real Estate

Thauals Yousd

PROFESSIONAL

Angola American Legion Post 31

CONSTRUCTION/DEVELOPER

Four Seasons Design & Remodeling, Inc.
Jaz Development, LLC

JICI, Inc.

Manahan Construction

Star Homes by Delagrange & Richhart, Inc.

Bowen Center
Danford, Thomas, C.P.A.
Duch, Ronald V., D.D.S.
Hawkins, Pamela, E.S.Q.
Lake James Christian Camp

& Retreat Center
Lake James Lutheran Chapel
McCardle, Dan, C.P.A.
Scheumann Dental Associates
Wernet, Lynn C.P.A.




